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REVIEWS. 


less invalidism. Davis, upon the Treatment of Pneumonia, gives 
the commonplace facts, but with the added attraction of personal 
experience. We quite agree that alcohol has been administered 
with too free a hand, but its entire omission is decidedly difficult in 
those habituated to its use. Cattell presents an exceedingly readable 
paper on Cryoscopy, assembling its important literature and reach¬ 
ing thoroughly practical conclusions. With this in hand the average 
practitioner should have no difficulties. Favill gives one of his 
thorough expositions of nephritis of gastrointestinal origin. Walsh 
pleads for an early diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis, and gives 
information as to how # it may be reached. Beck, on Angioma 
and its Treatment, gives an interesting summary, although his 
illustrations are open to criticism. Clark and Luther critically 
review Methods of Intestinal Anastomosis. Gaston writes an 
appreciative paper on the Complications Encountered in the 
Surgical Treatment of Diseases of the Testicle. An observant 
traveller, Noble, faithfully records his wandering in quest of 
surgical novelties, and records his findings in three of the best 
German clinics. The ingenious Griffith offers a new mallet for 
surgical use, which impresses us by its attractive theory. Non¬ 
operative gynecology, an unfashionable subject, if Davenport’s 
paper receives proper attention, may bring within the purview of 
the specialist some facts which apparently have been neglected, 
while Craig believes that there is even a non-operative treatment 
of chronic ovarian lesions. Peripheral neuritis, by Pritchard, 
is singularly attractive, both in form and matter. The progress of 
medicine during the year just passed is presented by Edsall, Blood- 
good, and Stevens. Here quality rather than quantity is noticeable, 
and the result is good, even if imperfect. This volume is more than 
fully illustrated, and the quality of plates far above the ordinary. 
To say that this is well up to the standard of its predecessors is but 
just to an excellent volume of the series. R. W. W. 


Lehrbuch der Gynakologie. By Max Runge. Berlin: Julius 
Springer, 1903. 

To anyone familiar with the first edition of Runge’s work no 
comment is needful regarding this second edition, except to say that 
it has kept pace with the changes and modifications which our 
knowledge or the lack of it has in the last few years brought about 
in our conceptions of the truth of gynecology. 

To those who do not know this valuable and most interesting 
book, we would say that it is in no sense a surgical manual, but 
that for the man engaged in general practice it is, in our opinion. 
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one of the best of volumes. It is true that some of the teaching is 
not in accord with that accepted in this country. This is notably 
the case in the directions for the repair of lacerations of the pelvic 
floor and the local treatment of the endometrium. 

The chapter on the use of the pessary to correct retrodisplace- 
ments is admirable, but the section devoted to the consideration of 
operative interference in this condition is, in our opinion, poor, as 
he describes the operation of ventrofixation, but does not mention 
ventrosuspension. The methods advocated for the operative after- 
treatment cannot be commended in certain respects. 

The chapter on fibroid tumors of the uterus is interesting: as 
might be expected, he is rather enthusiastic upon the vaginal method 
of attack. Judging from the experience of operators in America, 
his opinion as to the curability of cancer of the cervix would seem 
rather too enthusiastic. He insists, however, most strongly upon 
the necessity of the early diagnosis, and advocates the dissemination 
among the laity of scientific knowledge bearing on this point. 

The section devoted to syncytioma malignum is very brief. We 
feel that this is a mistake. The section’ upon diseases of the liga¬ 
ments of the uterus, pelvic connective tissue, and peritoneum is 
particularly well done. 

The chapter upon Gonorrhoea is good, with the exception that the 
local treatment of the disease when limited to the genital tract below 
the cervix is not detailed as fully as the importance of the subject 
would warrant. As a whole, the book is, as we have said, a very 
satisfactory volume for the man who wishes a clear and concise 
view of gynecology from the non-operative standpoint. 

W. R. N. 


Blood Pressure in Surgery. An Experimental and Clinical 
Research. The Cartwright Prize Essay for 1903. By George 
W. Chile, A.M., M.D., Professor of Surgery, Western Reserve 
Medical College; Visiting Surgeon to St. Alexis Hospital; Asso¬ 
ciate Surgeon to Lakeside Hospital, Cleveland. Philadelphia and 
London: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1903. 

The careful and extensive experimental investigations which are 
the subject of this treatise form a valuable and interesting addition 
to our knowledge of surgical shock and collapse, and will probably 
have much influence on the scientific treatment of these conditions. 
The experiments lead to conclusions which are somewhat at variance 
with the commonly accepted ideas of stimulation. In experimental 
shock few drugs were found to be of value in relieving the condition 
or in raising the blood pressure. It is interesting and surprisingTto 
learn that therapeutic doses of strychnine are inert and that phy¬ 
siological doses are dangerous or fatal. Cardiac stimulants have 



